AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES



THIS AGREEMENT IS MADE _________, (DATE) between ______________, of (address of law firm) (“Attorney”) and________________, (“client”) ___________________________________________  (“address”), in order to set out the terms and conditions under which Attorney will represent Client.

SECTION ONE

EFFECTIVE TIME OF AGREEMENT


This Agreement shall take effect on its execution by both parties and the payment of an initial security deposit set forth in Section Four of this Agreement.  The security deposit Agreement shall not be effective until the security deposit is received by Attorney.

SECTION TWO

SCOPE OF SERVICES


Attorney agrees to represent Client in connection with Client’s case, to-wit:

Attorney will represent Client and provide such reasonable legal services as are necessary in pretrial, trial, and post trial proceedings up to the rendition of judgment.  After rendition of judgment, Attorney will not represent Client whether on appeal or in other post judgment proceedings unless another agreement is entered into between Attorney and Client.

SECTION THREE

ATTORNEY FEES


Client agrees to pay attorney fees in accordance with the following rate schedule:


A.
Hourly rates for legal personnel:



Lawyer

________________ Dollars per hour


B.
Costs and expenses:



Mileage (at $ .35/mile)



Other costs and expenses – actual costs as billed


The rates set out in this rate schedule are subject to change on thirty (30) days’ written notice by Attorney to Client.


Client agrees to pay by the hour at Attorney’s prevailing rates as set forth in the above rate schedule for time spent on Client’s matter by Attorney’s legal personnel.  Attorney will charge Client for the time Attorney spends on telephone calls relating to Client’s case, including calls with Client, opposing counsel, court personnel, or witnesses.  If more than one legal personnel assigned to Client’s case attends a meeting, court hearing or other proceedings, each of them will charge for the time spent.  Attorney will charge for waiting time in court and in such other place as necessary.  Attorney will also charge for travel time at the rate of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) per hour, whether in town or out of town.  Client will be billed monthly for all fees and all expenses described in Section Five herein.  Client will pay within ten (10) days of the receipt of said bill the full amount of said bill.  Interest at the rate of ten percent (10%) may be charged on any past due amount, and Client agrees failure to pay any bill within thirty (30) days of receipt is good cause for Attorney’s withdrawal from further representation.

SECTION FOUR

RETAINER FEE DEPOSIT


A.
Client agrees to pay Attorney an initial security deposit of ____________ Dollars ($_________) not later than the due date the Agreement is delivered to Attorney, signed by Client.  Payment shall be by cashier’s check or certified funds.  The initial deposit of $________ will be held in Attorney’s trust account.  All costs and expenses will be charged at Attorney’s cost, except for items listed on the rate schedule in Section Three herein.  Interest accrues on unpaid costs in the same manner as interest on unpaid fees.


B.
Client agrees to pay transportation, meals, lodging and all other costs of any necessary out-of-town travel by Attorney’s personnel.  Client also agrees to pay for the time Attorney and legal personnel spend traveling, based on the travel rate set forth in Section Three.


C.
If it becomes necessary to hire expert witnesses, consultants or investigators, Attorney will not hire such persons unless Client agrees to pay their fees and charges.  If said witnesses require advance payments or retainers, Client agrees it will pay those.

SECTION SIX

ATTORNEY’S LIEN


Client grants Attorney a lien on all claims in which Attorney represents Client under this Agreement, for any sums due and owing to Attorney at the termination of Attorney’s services.  Such lien will attach to any money or property recovered by Client.  Attorney shall also have a lien on Client records, money, or property in Attorney’s possession for any sums due and owing to Attorney at the termination of Attorney’s services.

SECTION SEVEN

CLIENT’S DUTIES


Client agrees to tell Attorney the truth, to cooperate with Attorney, to keep Attorney informed of any developments that are relevant to the case, to provide Attorney full and complete disclosure of all material facts, to faithfully comply with this Agreement, to pay Attorney fees on time, and to keep Attorney advised of Client’s address and telephone number and any changes of such address or telephone number.

SECTION EIGHT

TERMINATION AND WITHDRAWAL


Client may terminate this Agreement at any time.  Attorney may withdraw from the case with Client’s consent or without Client’s consent for good cause, such as failure to comply with Client’s duties as provided for in Sections Four and Seven, refusal to pay any increased rates for hourly rates, costs, and expenses, failure to follow Attorney’s advice on any matter material to Client’s case, or if circumstances arise that would render Attorney’s continuing representation unlawful or unethical.


On the termination of Attorney’s services, whether or not it is terminated by Client or by Attorney, all unpaid charges shall immediately become due and payable to Attorney.  Attorney will likewise deliver to Client all records of the case and all property of Client in Attorney’s possession, except those subject to any lien.  On withdrawal by Attorney, Client will execute any documents necessary to allow the withdrawal to occur.

SECTION NINE

DISCLAIMER OF GUARANTEE


Attorney will use Attorney’s best efforts in representing Client, but makes no promises or guarantees regarding the outcome of Client’s case.  Attorney’s comments regarding the outcome of the case are mere expressions of opinion.  Neither does Attorney guarantee any time frame within which Client’s case will be resolved.

SECTION TEN

TAX ADVICE


Client agrees Attorney is not providing advice on tax consequences and that Client will seek tax advice elsewhere.


DATED:  this ______ day of ________________, (Date).









 
“Attorney”









By:  _____________________________










“Client”









By:  _____________________________

